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Therefore  they  that  were 
scattered  abroad  went  every- 
where preaching  the  Word. 

(Acts  8:4) 


The  South  China  Boat  Mission 


GOD'S  WAY  OF  ENLARGEMENT 


As  the  results  become  apparent,  The  South  China 
Boat  Mission  can  say  of  its  recent  experiences  what  Paul 
said  of  his:  "the  things  which  happened  unto  me  have 
fallen  out  rather  unto  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel."  The 
picture  looked  dark.  The  door  of  China  seemed  to  be 
closing  again.  The  noble  band  of  missionaries  seemed 
destined  for  another  sad,  homeward  trek.  Then  the  Lord 
brought  to  light  His  purpose  in  permitting  this.  As  a 
result  the  S.C.B.M.  is  now  laboring  in  three  fields  instead 
of  one. 

I.  There  is  first  the  field  of  China.  The  work  in  that 
field,  however,  must  needs  be  carried  on  by  the  native 
believers  themselves  since  all  of  our  workers  have  been 
evacuated  from  various  stations.  Praise  God,  the  natives 
are  carrying  on,  even  in  the  lace  of  much  difficulty.  What 
the  future  holds  is  unpredictable. 

But  the  following  from  CHINA’S  MILLIONS  is 
both  enlightening  and  encouraging: 

"Even  if  the  time  should  come  when  all  missionaries 
are  forced  to  leave  China,  that  will  not  be  cause  for 
despair.  The  word  of  God  and  the  Church  of  Christ  are 
firmly  rooted  in  this  land.  While  the  Church  is  probably 
much  weaker  numerically  than  missionary  statistics  gen- 
erally indicate,  she  is  strong  in  men  and  women  who  love 
the  Lord  Jesus  and  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  can  use  far  in 
excess  of  the  abilities  of  any  missionary.” 

II.  There  is  now  a second  field  of  labor  for  the  South 
China  Boat  Mission.  When  our  missionaries  found  it 
necessary  to  evacuate  China,  they  discovered  a fertile 
field  awaiting  them  at  Hong  Kong.  Bringing  with  them 
some  of  the  gospel  boats  that  had  been  refitted  for  use  in 
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the  new  waters,  they  were  able  to  put  them  to  immediate 
use  with  the  "water  tribe”  people  known  as  the  Tankas. 

The  Tankas  are  a simple,  illiterate,  and  highly  super- 
stitious people  who  see  gods  everywhere  and  live  in  con- 
stant fear  of  offending  them.  There  are  gods  or  goddesses 
for  the  sun,  rain,  wind,  sea,  fish,  skies,  boats  and  a long 
list  of  other  things.  To  them  the  elements  are  weapons 
with  which  their  vengeful  deities  strike.  To  avert  their 
wrath  the  people  make  effigies  of  them  and  worship  them. 
They  have  priests  who  enter  into  trances  and  bring  them 
messages  from  the  spirits.  Even  the  simple  actions  of 
life  such  as  placing  fish  on  a plate  or  handling  empty 
cups  must  be  done  with  the  watchful  eye  of  the  gods  in 
mind. 


BOATS  AT  HONG  KONG 


Among  this  floating  community  at  Aberdeen,  Yau- 
mati,  and  Causeway  Bay  the  gospel  boats  move  with  the 
glad  tidings  of  redeeming  love.  The  Lord  has  blest  and 
given  fruit.  So  marked  have  been  the  results  that  the 


newspapers  have  taken  note  and  have  written  a feature 
story  about  this  work.  We  give  God  all  the  glory. 

III.  The  third  open  door  is  in  Japan.  Workers  from 
other  missions  told  of  a fisher  folk  in  the  land  who  were 
not  being  touched.  A band  of  seven  missionaries  of  the 
South  China  Boat  Mission  sailed  from  Hong  Kong  to 
meet  this  new  challenge.  The  leaders  are  two  second-term 
workers.  The  other  five  are  new  missionaries  who  had  not 
yet  gotten  far  in  the  Chinese  language  and  so  are  able 
to  take  up  a new  tongue  without  serious  loss  of  time. 

To  this  number  have  been  added  four  new  mission- 
aries who  have  joined  the  group  in  Kobe.  Missionaries 
are  having  marked  success  in  reaching  the  Japanese 
through  interpreters,  and  also  University  students  and 
English-speaking  Japanese.  There  is  a fine  cooperation 
between  native  Christian  pastors  and  our  missionaries  in 
reaching  the  lost  souls  in  Japan.” 

The  fishermen  of  Japan  present  a real  opportunity. 
On  the  island  of  Awaji  alone  there  are  about  200,000 
people,  mostly  fisher  families,  without  any  gospel  wit- 
ness. How  desolate  they  are  with  only  the  spirits  that 
they  believe  inhabit  their  shrines  as  objects  of  worship 
and  no  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  of  the  only 
Saviour.  The  hearts  of  the  missionaries  yearn  to  reach 
them  with  the  Word  of  Life.  They  plead  also  for  rein- 
forcements with  which  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the 
untouched  fishermen  of  Japan. 

We  are  persuaded  that  the  Lord  is  not  through  with 
the  Orient.  Consequently  the  work  of  the  South  China 
Boat  Mission  is  also  not  ended.  Instead  He  has  said 
to  us:  "lengthen  thy  cords  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.” 
Will  you  not  join  us  in  prayer  as  we  go  forward  in  faith 
through  these  open  doors  that  He  has  set  before  us? 

L.M.C. 
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DOCTRINAL  BELIEF 


I.  We  believe  the  Bible  is  the  Word  and  revelation  of  God 
and  therefore  our  only  authority. 

II.  We  believe  in  the  deity  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
He  is  very  God  "by  whom  and  for  whom  all  things  are 
created." 

III.  We  believe  in  His  virgin  birth,  that  He  was  miracu- 
lously conceived  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  therefore  God 
manifested  in  the  flesh. 

IV.  We  believe  in  salvation  by  Divine  sacrifice,  that  the 
Son  of  God  "gave  Himself  a ransom  for  all"  and  "bare 
our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree.” 

V.  We  believe  in  His  physical  resurrection  from  the  dead 
and  in  His  bodily  presence  at  the  right  hand  of  God  as 
our  High  Priest  and  Advocate.  We  also  believe  in  the 
literal  bodily  resurrection  of  all  true  believers  at  His 
second  coming. 

VI.  We  believe  in  the  universality  and  heinousness  of  sin 
and  in  salvation  by  grace,  "not  by  works,  lest  any  man 
should  boast";  that  sonship  with  God  is  attained  only 
by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  regeneration  through  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

VII.  We  believe  in  the  personality  and  deity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  came  down  upon  the  earth  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  to  indwell  believers  and  to  be  the  adminis- 
trator in  the  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  also  to 
"reprove  the  world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and 
of  judgment." 

VIII.  We  believe  in  the  great  commission  which  our  Lord  has 
given  to  His  church  to  evangelize  the  world  and  that 
this  evangelization  is  the  great  mission  of  the  church. 

IX.  We  believe  in  the  second,  personal,  and  imminent  com- 
ing of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  for  the 
church  and  also  to  establish  His  world-wide  Kingdom 
on  earth. 

X.  We  believe  in  a heaven  of  eternal  bliss  for  the  righteous, 
and  in  a hell  of  conscious  and  eternal  punishment  for 
the  wicked. 


SOUTH  CHINA  BOAT  MISSION 
Box  428,  Chicago  90,  Illinois 


